SAMPLE BALLOT

OFFICIAL BALLOT
ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION
AMHERST, NEW HAMPSHIRE Kty @
MARCH 12, 2024 WN CLERK

BALLOT 1 OF 3

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS
A. TO VOTE, completely fill in the OVAL to the RIGHT of your choice(s) like this:
B. Follow directions as to the number of candidates to be marked for each office.

C. To vote for a person whose name is not printed on the ballot, write the candidate’s name on

the line provided and completely fill in the OVAL.
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Whilo-in)
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ARTICLES

ARTICLE 22: Operating Budget

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriations by special
warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget posted with the
warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth herein, totaling $17,199,780
Should this article be defeated the default budget shall be $16,371,990 which is the same as last year with

)
certain adjustments required by previous action of the Town or by law; or the govemning body may hold one YES O
special meeting in accordance with RSA 40:13 X and XVI to take up the issue of a revised operating budget NO O
only. This operating budget warrant article does not include appropriations contained in any other warrant
article. (Tax impact =$4.37) (Majority vote required)
(The Board of Selectmen supports this article by a vote of 5-0-0.)
(The Ways and Means Committee supports this article by a vote of 7-0-0.)
ARTICLE 23: Contingency Fund
Shall the Town vote to establish a contingency fund for the current year, in accordance with NH RSA Section  yYES
31:98-a, for unanticipated expenses that may arise and further to raise and appropriate the sum of one
hundred twenty thousand dollars ($120,000) to go into the fund. Said sum shall come from the unassigned NO (O
fund balance and no amount to be raised from laxation. Any appropriation left in the fund at the end of the ysar
will lapse to the general fund. (Tax Impact = $0.00) (Majority vote required)
(The Board of Selectmen supports this article by a vote of 5-0-0.)
(The Ways and Means Committee supports this article by a vote of 7-0-0)
TURN BALLOT OVER AND CONTINUE VOTING
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ARTICLES CONTINUED

ARTICLE 24: c Operating Budge!

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $104,200, for operating and maintaning the Baboosic
Lake Septic System for the ensuing year, said sum is to be offset by user fees. Should this article be defeated
the default budget shalt be $69,040, which is the same as last year with certain adjustments required by
previous action of the Town or by law. (Tax Impact = $0.00) (Majority vote required)

(The Board of Selectmen supports this article by a vote of 5-0-0.)
(The Ways and Means Committee supports this article by a vote of 7-0-0.)

YES

ARTICLE 25: Commun|

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of fony thousand dollars ($40,000) to be added to the
Communications Center Capital Reserve Fund, previously established. (Tax Impact = $0.02) (Majority vote
required)

(The Board of Selectmen supports this article by a vote of 5-0-0.)
(The Ways and Means Committee supports this article by a vote of 7-0-0.)

YES
NO >

ARTICLE 26: 1y

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty-five thousand doilars ($25,000) to be added to
the Assessing Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund, previously established, (Tax Impact = $0.01) (Majority vote
required)

(The Board of Selectmen supports this article by a vote of 5-0-0.)
(The Ways and Means Committee supports this article by a vote of 7-0-0.)

YES (-
NO

ARTICLE 27: Bridge Repa : ( e Fun

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropnate the sum of two hundred Ffty thousand dollars ($250,000) to be
added to the Bridge Repair and Replacement Capital Reserve Fund, previously established. (Tax Impact = $0.10)
(Maijarity vote required)

(The Board of Selectmen supports this article by a vote of 5-0-0.)
(The Ways and Means Committee supports this article by a vote of 7-0-0.)

YES
NO

ARTICLE 28: Fire Res ; AR 7
Shall the Town vote to raise ann apnrcnrlate the Sum of lwo hundred flty “saven thousand dollars ($257 000) to
be added lo the Fire Rescue Vehicle-and Equipment Purchase and Repair Capital Resarve Fund, previously
eslablished. (Tax impact = $0.11) (Majority vote requined)

(The Board of Selectmen supports this article by a vote of 5-0-0.)
(The Ways and Means Committee supports this article by a vote of 7-0-0.)

YES

NO

ARTICLE 29: i 1 ita 2

Shall the Towrt vule to ra-se and appropnale ihe sum of one hundred twenty thousand dollars (5120 000) to be
added to the DPW Vehicles and Equipment Acquisition and Replacement Capital Reserve Fund, previously
established. (Tax Impact = $0.05) (Majority vote required)

(The Board of Selectmen supports this article by a vote of 5-0-0.)
(The Ways and Means Committee supports this article by a vote of 7-0-0.)

ARTICLE 30: Itimodal F, it

Shall the Town vote ta raise and appropriate the sum of severity-five thousand dollars ($75,000) to be added to
the Amherst Multimodal Facilities Capital Reserve Fund, previously established

(Tax Impact = $0.03) (Majority vote required)

(The Board of Selectmen supports this article by a vote of 5-0-0.)
(The Ways and Means Committee supports this article by a vote of 7-0-0.}

GO TO NEXT BALLOT AND CONTINUE VOTING
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ARTICLES CONTINUED

ARTICLE 31: [o]

Shall the Town vote to approve the cost items in a three (3) year collective bargaining agreemant (k2ginning
July 1,2024. through June 30, 2027) reached between the Beard of Selacimen and the American Federation
of State, County, and Municipal Employees Local 3657 (Police Union) which calls for the following increases in
salaries and benefits at the curment staffing lavel:

Fiscal Year Estimated Increase

FY 2025 $238,900
FY 2026 $71,100
FY 2027 $56,500

and further to raise and appropriate the sum of, two hundred thirty-eight thousand nine huridrad dollars
($238,900) for the First Year FY2025, such sum representing the additional costs attributable to the increase
in salanies and benefits required by the new agreement over those paid at the current staffing level

(Tax Impact: Year 1 50.09)

(Tax Impact: Year 2 $0.03) —
(Tax Impact: Year 3 $0 02) YES OO
(Majority vote required) NO

(The Board of Selecimen Supports this article by a vote of 5-0-0.)
(The Ways and Means Commiltee supports this article by a vote of 7-0-0.)

ART'CLE32' X, al eeting for Usiealed/ A ENUEU A 5.. L 1 1 g Aqree

Shall the town, if Article #31 s defeated, authorize the governing bady to call one special mesting, at its option,

to address Article #31 cost items only? YES O

(This article has no tax impact.} (Majority vote required) NO O
[

(The Board of Selectmen supports this article by a vole of 5-0-0.)
(The Ways and Means Commiltee Supports this article by a vote of 7-0-0.)

ARTICLE 33: Community Power

Shall the Town vote to adopt the Amherst Community Power Plan, which authorizes the Board of Selectmen to

develop and implement Amherst Community Power as described therein [pursuant to RSA 53-E:7). The YES
program wauld provide a new default slectric supply and new reanewabile energy supply options for customers NO
Inthe Town of Amherst, There is no cost to the Town budget, and no obligation to participate. Customers can

opt aut at any time and return to utility defaull service. (No Tax impact) (Majority vote required)

00

(The Board of Selectmen supparts this arficle by a vate of 5-0-0)
(The Ways and Means Committee supporis this articla by a vote of 7-0-0.)

ARTICLE 34: Stormwate 3 g Clean Wate ale Revolving LWSRFE Loa
Only in the avent that the Town recaives 100% principal forgiveness from the State of NH, shall the Town vote

lo raise and appropriate the sum of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) (gross budget) for the purpose

of stormwater planning work relative to management of the municipal storm drain system in accordarice with

the 2017 ot newer NH Small MS4 General Permit (‘the Project’); and to authonze the issuance of not morea than

$100.000 of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions.of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33. as

amended). to authorize the Board of Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and to determine

the date, malturities, interest rate, and other details of such honds or note: and to authorize the Board of

Selectmen to apply for, accept, and expend any federal, state, or private funds that may bacome available in

respect of the Project (0 reduca the ampunt that must be bonded or to pay debt service on such bondsornotes YES (O
including but not limited to a Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) loan. This article is conlingent upon NO O
the Town receiving 100% principal forgiveness. for the CWSRF foan. (No Tax impact) (3/5 majority vote S
required),

(The Board-of Selectmen supports this article by a vote of 5-0-0)
(The Ways antf Means Committee supponts this article by a vote of 7-0-0.)

TURN BALLOT OVER AND CONTINUE VOTING
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ARTICLES CONTINUED

Article 35: Rail Trail

To see if the Town is in favor, in the future, of raising and appropriating the totat amount up to $336,000 over three
successive fiscal years (2026, 2027, and 2028) to serve as the required match for a New Hampshire Department

of Transportation grant for a new rail trail two plus mikes in length and extending from Walnut Hill Read to Baboosie

Lake Road, with a spur to the Meeting Place Mall, with construction estimated to begin in 2027 and campletion YES
estimated in 2029. The NH DOT grant requires a. 20% malch from the Town; the NH DOT is offering to provide 4
a grant in the amount of $1.346M. If supported by the voters, the Board of Selectmen will enter into an  NO )
agreement with NH DOT and will come back to the voters with a request for funding at a future town meeting

(Advisory only) (No Tax impact) (Majority vote required).

(The Board of Selectmen supports this article by a vole of 5-0-0)
(The Ways and Means Committee supports this articie by a vote of 7-0-0.)

ZONING ARTICLES

Article 36: Planning Board Proposed Amendment #1

Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendment to Lhe existing Town Zoning Ordinance as
proposed by the Planning Board?

Amend Article IV, Zoning Regulations, Section 4.9 Industrial Zone, to delete the 80’ height allowance for
uninhabited structures and require all structures in the djstrict to be a maximum of 50" in height, as
foliows:

Section 4.9 Industrial Zone,

E YARD AND BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

No structure shall be constructed 10 a height greater than fery-i483 fifty (50) fest, phRg-Rdustnalstietures YES
saull-olthe Besten-L-Mawe-Ralmadwish-challrat £tk dRd e il i s i et U it A
wrihabied struetures: (3-4-75, 3-11-86, 3-12:91, 3-11-14, 3-14-23) NO

P .
This proposed amendment requires all structures in the Industrial district to be a maximum of 50" in height

(Recommended by the Planning Board 6-0-0)

Article 37: Planning Board Proposed Amendment #2

Avre you in favor of the adoption of the following amendment to the existing Town Zoning Ordinance as pro-
posed by the Planning Board?

Amend Article IV, Zoning Regulations, Section 4.3 D.3., Residential/Rural Zone, to add the word "either”
to the first line of the last sentence, as follows:

Section 4.3 Residential/Rural Zone (RR). (3-12-63, 3:11-93, 3-10.15)

o] YARD REQUIREMENTS

3. In the Historic District, a new dwelling, building, or structure shall be either al least twenty (20) feet Y =
from the side and rear praperty lines, or no closer than twenty-five (25) test fram the principal dwelling, ES
building, or structure on any abutting lot, whichever is greater. {3- 8-05, 3-11-08) NO

EXPLANATION:

Setbacks are required to provide light and air and separation between buiidings. In the Historic District, where
the lots are generally smaller and namrower than required in the Residential Rural District. the regular 20" setback
from the side and rear property lines may not provide that aclual distance betwsen struclures. The proposed
amendment clarifies that the side and rear setback shall be edher 20" from the lot line o the proposed new
dwelling, building or strusture, or 25' from the principal buliding on the abutting lot to the proposed new dwelling,
building or structure, whichever is the greater measurement

(Recommended by the Planning Board 6-0-0)

GO TO NEXT BALLOT AND CONTINUE VOTING
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SOUHEGAN COOPERATIVE SCHOOL DISTRICT

AMHERST, NEW HAMPSHIRE (%aéa% 9 chm
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INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS

A. TO VOTE, completely fill in the OVAL to the RIGHT of your choice(s) like this: @@
B. Follow directions as to the number of candidates to be marked for each office.
C. To vote for a person whose name is not printed on the ballot, write the candidate’s name on
the line provided and completely fill in the OVAL.

FOR SCHOOL BOARD

Vote for NOT
far 3 Years MORE THAN ONE

JOHN GLOVER -

[Wntg-in}

ARTICLES

Article 2

Shall the Souhegan Cooperative School District raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including
appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the

budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth therein,

totaling twenty million six hundred seventeen thousand fifty nine dollars ($20,617,059)? Should this article be

defeated, the default budget shall be twenty million three hundred sixty thousand seven hundred seventy three

dollars ($20,360,773), which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action ofthe  YES O
Souhegan Cooperative School District or by law; or the governing body may hold one special meeting, in NO O
accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budgel only? Majority vote

required.

Recommended by the Souhegan Cooperative School Board (7-0)
Recommended by the Souhegan Cooperative School District Advisory Finance Committee (7-0)

Estimated tax impact of passing this article is: $0.26 per thousand for Amherst and $0.69 per
thousand for Mont Vernon.

Estimated tax impact of not passing this article is: $0.17 per thousand for Amherst and $0.57 per
thousand for Mont Vernon.

*NOTE: Warrant Article 2 (operating budget) does not include appropriations proposed in any
other warrant articles.

Article 3

Shall the Souhegan Cooperative School District vote to approve the cost items included in the agreement between
the Souhegan Cooperative School Board and the professional and support staff of Souhegan High School which
calls for the following increases in salaries and benefits at current staffing levels:

Fiscal Year Estimated Increase
2024-2025 $439,838
2025-2026 $432,555
2026-2027 $439,305

and further to raise and appropriate the sum of $439,838 for the 2024-2025 fiscal year, such sum representing

the additional costs attributable to the increase in salaries and benefits required by the new agreement over

those that would be payable at current staffing levels? Majority vote required. YES O
Recommended by the Souhegan Cooperative School Board (7-0) NO O
Recommended by the Souhegan Cooperative School District Advisory Finance Committee (7-0)

Estimated new tax impact of passing this article is: $0.15 per thousand for Amherst and $0.21 per
thousand for Mont Vernon.

VOTE BOTH SIDES OF BALLOT
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ARTICLES CONTINUED

Article 4
Shall the Souhegan Cooperative School District raise and appropriate the sum of up to three hundred sixty five
thousand dollars ($365,000) to be added to the Souhegan School Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund YES O
previously established in March 20057 This sum to come from the June 30, 2024 unassigned fund balance  NO (O
(surplus) available for transfer on July 1, 2024. No amount to be raised from new taxation. Majority vote required.
Recommended by the Souhegan Cooperative School Board (7-0)
Recommended by the Souhegan Cooperative School District Advisory Finance Committee (7-0)
Estimated new tax impact of passing this article is: $0.00 per thousand for Amherst and $0.00 per
thousand for Mont Vernon.
Estimated new tax impact of not passing this article is: -$0.13 per thousand for Amherst and
-$0.18 per thousand for Mont Vernon.
Article 5
Shall the Souhegan Cooperative School District raise and appropriate the sum of up to seventy thousand
dollars {$70,000) lo be added to the Souhegan Recreation Revolving Fund previously established in March YES O
20167 This sum to come from the June 30, 2024 unassigned fund balance (surplus) available for transfer on July
1, 2024. No amount to be raised from new taxation. Majority vote required. NO O
Recommended by the Souhegan Cooperative School Board (7-0)
Recommended by the Souhegan Cooperative School District Advisory Finance Committee (7-0)
Estimated new tax impact of passing this article is: $0.00 per thousand for Amherst and $0.00 per
thousand for Mont Vernon.
Estimated new tax impact of not passing this article is: -$0.02 per thousand for Amherst and
-$0.03 per thousand for Mont Vernon.
Article 6
Shall the Souhegan Cooperative School Districl raise and appropriate the sum of up to fifty thousand dollars
($50,000) to be added to the Technology Capital Reserve Fund previously established in March 20232 This sum YES O
to come from the June 30, 2024 unassigned fund balance (surplus) available for transfer on July 1, 2024. No  NO @)
amount to be raised from new taxation. Majority vote required.
Recommended by the Souhegan Cooperative School Board (7-0)
Recommended by the Souhegan Cooperative School District Advisory Finance Committee {7-0)
Estimated new tax impact of passing this article is: $0.00 per thousand for Amherst and $0.00 per
thousand for Mont Vernon.
Estimated new tax impact of not passing this article is: -$0.02 per thousand for Amherst and -$0.02 per
thousand for Mont Vernon.
Article 7
Shall the Souhegan Cooperative School District establish a Vehicle Expendable Trust Fund per RSA 1988:20-c,
V for the purpose of purchasing new vehicles, replacing existing vehicles, and for vehicle repairs and to raise and
appropriate the sum of up to twenty thousand dollars {$20,000) to be placed in this fund? Further, to name the
Souhegan Cooperative School Board as agents to expend from said fund. This sum to come from the June 30, yES§ (O
2024 unassigned fund balance (surplus) available for transfer on July 1, 2024. No amount to be raised from new
taxation. Majority vote required. NO O
Recommended by the Souhegan Cooperative School Board (7-0)
Recommended by the Souhegan Cooperative School District Advisory Finance Committee (7-0)
Estimated new tax impact of passing this article is: $0.00 per thousand for Amherst and $0.00 per
thousand for Mont Vernon.
Estimated new tax impact of not passing this article is: -$0.01 per thousand for Amherst and -$0.01 per
thousand for Mont Vernon.
VOTE BOTH SIDES OF BALLOT
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= INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS
' A. TO VOTE, completely fill in the OVAL to the RIGHT of your choice(s) like this: @
= B. Follow directions as to the number of candidates to be marked for each office.
= C. To vote for a person whose name is not printed on the ballot, write the candidate’'s name on
e the line provided and completely fill in the OVAL,
=n FOR SCHOOL BOARD
— (For3Years) mor;/fr:zrioémil
- T_IMOTHY THEBE_RG_E__ v
-— (?BEG FRITZ S e TEe
= =_1 [Write-in}
L] ARTICLES
Article 12

To see if the District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of forty nine million nine hundred and
ninety seven thousand two hundred fourteen dollars ($49,997.214) (gross budget) to finance the major
addition, reconstruction and renovation projact for the Wilkins Elementary School building, located at
80 Boston Post Road, Amherst, NH and to authorize the issuance of not more than forty nine million
nine hundred and ninety seven thousand two hundred fourteen dollars ($49,997,214) of bonds or notes
under and in compliance with the Municipal Finance Act, RSA 33:1 et seq., as amended; to authorize
the School Board to apply for, obtain and accept federal, state or other aid, if any, which may be
available for said project and to comply with all laws applicable to said project; to authorize the School
Board to issue, negotiate, sell and deliver said bonds and notes and to determine the rate of interest

thereon and the maturity and olher terms thereof; and to authorize the School Board to take any YES
action or to pass any other vate relative thereto, and further to raise and appropriate an additignal sum NO
of one million two hundred forty mne thousand nine hundred thirty dollars ($1,249,930) for the first =
year's interest payment on the band. 3/5 ballot vote required.
Recommended by the Amherst School Board (5-0)
Recommended by the Amherst School District Ways & Means (advisory budget committee) (7-0)
Estimated tax impact of passing this article is: $0.52 per thousand.
Article 13
Shall the Amherst School District raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including
appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set
forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes
set forth therein, totaling thirty four million fifty five thousand nine hundred eighty five doliars
($34,055,985)7 Should this article be defeated, the default budget shall be thirty three million one
hundred sixteen thousand five hundred nine dollars ($33,116,509) which is the same as last year, with
certain adjustments required by previous action of the Amherst School District or by law; or the YES O
governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XV, to take up NO
the issue of a revised aperating budget only? Majority vote required. ;
Recommended by the Amherst School Board (5-0)
Recommended by the Amherst School District Ways & Means (advisory budget committee) (7-0)
Estimated tax impact of passing this article is: $0.56 per thousand.
Estimated tax impact of not passing this article is: $0.17 per thousand.
"NOTE: Warrant Article 13 (operating budget) does not include appropriations proposed in any other
warrant articles.
VOTE BOTH SIDES OF BALLOT
- -_— LN
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ARTICLES CONTINUED

Article 14

Shall the Amherst School District raise and appropriate the sum of up to six hundred seventy five
thousand dollars ($675.000) to be added to the Amherst School District Capital Facilities Repair,
Maintenance and Improvement Expendable Trust Fund, previously established in March 20037 This
sum to come from the June 30, 2024 unassigned fund balance (surplus) available for transfer on July
1, 2024  No amount to be raised from new taxation. Majority vote required.

Recommended by the Amherst School Board (5-0)
Recommended by the Amherst School District Ways & Means (advisory budget committee) (7-0)

Estimated new tax impact of passing this article is: $0.00 per thousand.
Estimated new tax impact of not passing this article is: -$0.28 per thousand.

YES T
NO 0

Article 15

Shall the Amherst School District establish a Technology Expendable Trust Fund per RSA 188:20-c,
V for the purpose of purchasing, updating, maintaining, and replacing hardware, software, services, and
technology infrastructure, and to raise and appropriate the sum of up to seventy five thousand dollars
($75,000) to be placed in this fund? Further, to name the Amherst School Board as agents to expend
from said fund. This sum to come from the June 30, 2024 unassigned fund balance (surpius) available
for transfer on July 1, 2024. No amount to be raised from new taxation. Majority vote required.

Recommended by the Amherst School Board (5-0)
Recommended by the Amherst School District Ways & Means (advisory budget committee) (7-0)

Estimated new tax impact of passing this article is: $0.00 per thousand.
Estimated new tax impact of not passing this article is: -$0.03 per thousand.

YES

NO O°

Article 16

Shall the Amherst School District establish a Vehicle Expendable Trust Fund per RSA 198:20-c, V for
the purpose of purchasing new vehicles, replacing existing vehicles, and for vehicle repairs, and to
raise and appropriate the sum of up to thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) to be placed in this fund?
Further, to name the Amherst School Board as agents to expend from said fund. This sum to come from
the June 30, 2024 unassigned fund balance (surplus) available for transfer on July 1, 2024. No amount
to be raised from new taxation. Majority vote required.

Recommended by the Amherst School Board (5-0)
Recommended by the Amherst School District Ways & Means (advisory budget committee) (7-0)

Estimated new tax impact of passing this article is: $0.00 per thousand.
Estimated new tax impact of not passing this article is: -$0.01 per thousand.

YES >
NO >

VOTE BOTH SIDES OF BALLOT




